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Place with Character (Descriptive) Writing Assignment 

Write a description essay in no less than 500 words on the following topic: 

 “Place with Character” 

1. Locate a place of interest, or as I call it “with character," for example, Sloss Furnace or 

Noccalula Falls.  

2. Make one or more photographs of the location and upload them in the discussion link.  

3. Respond to the other discussion prompts.  

4. As you did with the biography, approach this like a popular writing for a magazine. However, 

continue to use MLA format and formal, standard English.  

5. Interview someone who is associated with the location, such as a home owner, tour guide, etc. 

Follow the same guidelines as you did for the interview for the biography. Record the interview 

and post a transcription of the interview. (When you write the paper, make sure you introduce the 

reader in the paper. Do not just randomly begin to quote without the reader knowing who is 

speaking.)  Include a works cited that cites your interview. (See web link on how to cite personal 

interviews.) Also, cite any other source that you use for information about the location.  

6. Indicate a dominant impression that will provide coherence for the paper. 

7. Post a draft in the draft discussion and get feedback from your peer group. Be sure to give 

feedback to those in your peer group.  

8. After you get feedback, make any changes needed and the upload the final version in the 

assignment link by the due date indicated.  

  

  



 

Remember to: 

• use subjective and objective detail, and be specific 

• focus on a dominant impression 

• establish a tone early in the writing process 

• “show rather than tell” 

• DO NOT turn this into a narrative, which is quite different from description! 

  

Restrictions: 

• You must be able to see, hear, smell, etc., the place from one vantage point; therefore, 

you cannot write about a whole city or town, etc. 

• Do not turn into “reasons why I like it.” 

• Not a “walking tour” 

• Must be fixed in time (present) 

• Nothing religious (a religious location is fine, but not a religious event or experience 

please.)  
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Years (and years and years) ago, I borrowed most of the ideas in this 

handout from The Structured Essay by Spangler and Werner.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Sample Discussion Post: Exploring Dominant Impression Discussion Post 

Dominant Impression is the overarching impression (an adjective) that you can apply to a scene, 

situation, or person.  

Posted are various pictures. Open the pictures one at a time. For each picture determine the 

dominant impression, the one overarching impression that you have of the scene or the person in 

the picture. (See the handout Descriptive Writing Concerns.)  

(In my LMS page, these are full size images.)  

                       

 

            

 

            



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


